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 Part I – Vocabulary and Grammar Score: ______ / 30 

 

1. A: Would you mind _______me your bike today? 

    B: I’m sorry but I need it. 

a) lending  b) lend  c) to lend   d) borrow e) borrowing 

 

2. Some people live in _______ conditions _______ I can’t help feeling sorry for them. 

   a) such bad / that  b) better / than  c)  as bad / as   d) worse / than 

 

3. After his grandfather died he came ….............. a lot of money. 

   a) out of  b) off  c) into   d) with 

 

4. I 'm looking forward to …...........you, Jane. 

   a) see   b) being met   c) met  d) meeting 

 

5. ______________ we are careful, we sometimes make mistakes. 

   a) However  b) Although  c) In spite of  d) Nevertheless 

 

6. Look at Tom, he is all sweating. He ….................... running. 

   a) must have been  b) must have  c) can't have been  d) was 

 

7.Without a ….................. this is the best pizza I have ever eaten. 

   a) concern   b) say   c) doubt  d) thing 

 

8. As soon as I _____________ seventeen, I’m. going to buy a car. 

    a) am    b) have been   c) will be   d) were  

 

9. I just need a postcard from Finland to .......... my collection of postcards from Europe.  

   a) finalise b) conclude c) cease   d)complete 

 

10. He gave us .......... shocking news that it took a few minutes to sink in. 

   a) such    b) a so   c) such a  d)so a 

 

11. You had better .......... a warm jumper with you in case it gets cold. 

   a) to bring b) bring   c) be bringing  d) bringing 

 

12. Can you stop .......... some milk on your way home? 

   a) getting b) to get   c) having got  d) to be getting 

 

13.  It was a disappointing film that didn’t live up to our .......... . 

   a) inspirations b) hopes   c) anticipations d) expectations 

 

14. Bill would rather we .......... to the Thai restaurant; he prefers the French bistro on the corner. 

   a) not go b) don't go  c) not going  d) didn’t go 

 

15. I wish I .......... my credit card with me when I left home this morning. 

   a) took  b) were taking  c) had taken  d) would take 

 

16. _______ you like what I want to do or not, you won’t make me change my mind. 

   a) If    b) Because   c) Whether   d) Don’t 

 

 

 



17. She _____ win this year. She’s much better than anyone else. 

    a) must have  b) probably won’t  c) will definitely d) is certain 

 

18. Jim is the man ….. book became a bestseller. 

   a)  which   b) whom    c) whose  d) that 

 

19. He ….............at the watch very quickly. 

   a) gazed   b) glanced    c) stared  d) peered 

 

20. There are laws against _____ truant from school. 

   a) making   b) playing   c)going  d) being 

 

21. There’s no need to change the dress; it ....... you fine.  

   a)  goes b) matches  c)suits   d) does 

 

22. Paul used to be a soldier, _______? 

   a) didn’t he   b) wasn’t he  c) used not  d) didn’t use to  

 

23. He _____ out of university because it was too difficult. 

  a) fell    b) walked  c) jumped  d) dropped 

 

24. As the events in the plot .......... , the story becomes more and more interesting. 

  a) unfold  b) broaden  c) expand  d) grow 

 

25. Don’t be _____. You’ve eaten enough for one day. 

  a) stubborn       b) greedy   c) gloomy  d) cheeky 

 

26. Jeremy always .......... to his older brothers when he needs help or advice. 

  a) depends b) turns   c) trusts  d) relies 

 

27. There’s no need for you to help me with the preparations; I .......... everything by the time you 

get home. 

  a) ’ll have finished b)’ll finish  c)’m finishing  d)’ll be finishing 

 

28. Ben couldn’t find his glasses and asked me .......... them anywhere. 

  a)  had I seen b) whether I have seen  c) if I had seen d) did I see 

 

29. We took our car to a service to have ________because it wasn’t in good condition. 

   a) repaired  b) it repaired  c) it repair  d) repaired it  

 

30. Let me give you _______ advice. 

  a) some  b) a few  c) many  d) an   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Part II – Reading comprehension Score: ______ / 20 
TEXT 1  
  
You are going to read a text about an ancient civilisation. After reading answer the questions 

below.  Each answer is worth 1 point.  

      

THE GARAMANTES 

You may think that it’s only thanks to modern technology that the human race is able to build desert 

cities such as Las Vegas. In fact, the first urban society situated in a major desert was flourishing 

2,000 years ago in the Sahara. The Garamantes, as the Romans called them, occupied an arid region 

in the west of modernday Libya from at least 500 BC.  

 Perhaps because the Garamantes didn’t leave behind spectacular ruins their civilisation is 

not very well known outside archaeology circles. It’s not their buildings that provide us with the 

most significant evidence of their success, but the mark they made on the land. From the air, pale 

straight lines can be clearly seen on the dry earth that was once the Garamantes’ territory. These 

were once channels that carried water from sources deep underground and enabled the Garamantes 

to develop agriculture and support scores of towns across an area of 402 square kilometres. 

Evidently,the desert’s low rainfall had little or no effect on the growth of the Garamantes’ 

population. By 150 AD, the Garamantes’ largest city was home to some 4,000 people, with another 

6,000 in its suburbs.  

 Trade with the Romans, who ruled the coastal areas to the north of their lands, was key to 

the Garamantes’ wealth. They supplied, for example, many of the beasts the Romans used in 

gladiatorial competitions. Perhaps as a result of their dealings with the Romans, the Garamantes are 

believed to have introduced the horse and wheeled vehicles to the Sahara region. Roman culture 

also influenced their architecture. In the early 21st century, evidence of a Roman-style tiled bathing 

room was discovered on the site of the Garamantian capital, Germa.  

 The Garamantes were skilful engineers who designed an impressive network of water 

tunnels. For their construction and maintenance, however, they relied on slave labour. Yet while the 

Garamantes enjoyed a diet that included cereals, figs and grapes, the slaves who enabled them to 

grow such crops were given only the most basic supplies and living conditions. They certainly 

wouldn’t have been able to afford the wine and olive oil that the Garamantes imported from the 

Roman Empire – and which they sometimes stole from the Romans in raids, which caused the 

Romans to write about the Garamantes as a barbaric people. 

 The fall of the Garamante civilisation provides a warning about the over-exploitation of 

nonrenewable natural resources. Around 1,700 years ago, the water stores they relied on began to 

run low, and they didn’t have enough slaves to allow them to access deeper sources. This situation 

must have caused food shortages and possibly violent conflicts which devastated the population. 



 

taken from: © Express Publishing PHOTOCOPIABLE On Screen Upper-3 Intermediate B2+ 

 

1. For questions 1-4, mark the answer that fits best from options A, B, C or D. Each answer is 

worth 1 points. 

 

1 What was one of the main reasons for the Garamantes’ success? 

  A Their homes were hidden in the desert. 

  B Their towns were able to communicate with each other. 

  C Their survival didn’t depend on rainwater. 

  D Their population grew quickly. 

 

 2 The Garamantes provided the Romans with 

  A animals. B transport C builders.  D soldiers. 

 

 3 The Garamantes used slaves to 

  A gather food from the desert. 

  B carry water to water the crops. 

  C steal supplies from the Romans.  

  D build and repair water passages. 

 

 4 What happened towards the end of the era of the Garamantes? 

  A Their slaves rebelled against them. 

  B Less water was available than in the past.  

  C They were raided by barbaric tribes.  

  D There was a natural disaster. 

 

 

 

2. Read the text again and mark the following statements as T (true) or F (false). Each answer is 

worth 1 points. 

 

 1 The Garamantes have lived near modern-day Libya for 2,000 years. ........ 

 2 There’s no significant architectural evidence of the Garamantes’ existence. ........ 

 3 The Garamantes produced large quantities of olive oil. ........ 

 4 The Romans did not have a very high opinion of the Garamantes.  ........ 

 

  

3. Answer the following questions based on the text. Each answer is worth 1 points. 

 

 1 What do Las Vegas and the Garamantes’ society have in common? 

   ..................................................................  

   ..................................................................  

 2 What did the Garamantes mostly eat? 

   ..................................................................  

   ..................................................................  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

TEXT 2 

 

Read the text and choose the best answer, A, B, C or D. Each answer is worth 2 points.  

 

                                   Ice Road Truckers 

In 1991, diamonds were discovered in the northern territories of Canada in one of the 

harshest environments on the planet. Mining soon began, but to supply the diamond mines with 

building materials, machinery, explosives, fuel and food hundreds of huge container trucks were 

required to regularly make the journey north. Unfortunately, that was not as simple as it may sound. 

The transportation of goods across the northern regions is only possible by land during a few 

months of the year when lakes and marshes freeze over to form ‘ice roadways’. The job of 

delivering these goods is one of the toughest and most dangerous in the world.  

Ice road truckers drive 70 to 80-ton trucks full of materials and supplies across the northern 

regions to their destination in extremely risky conditions. They need to wait until the winter ice is 

strong enough to be able to use the ‘roads’. If the ice is too weak, it will shatter when a heavy truck 

drives over and the driver may only have a few seconds to jump out before the vehicle sinks 

beneath the ice. And even if they do escape the sinking truck, the shock of the frozen water or the 

frigid air could cause a fatal heart attack. For this reason, the ice must be at least a metre thick so it 

is carefully monitored and no truck is allowed to go across the ice roads on its own. Convoys of 

trucks are organised and each driver must maintain a steady speed and space between the trucks 

ahead of and behind them. Careful planning is required to ensure that every truck gets to its 

destination without causing cracks in the ice that put other truckers in danger. 

Being an ice road trucker isn’t a job for the faint-hearted or inexperienced. It takes a careful 

and skilled driver with nerves of steel to drive on the ice roads of the northern regions. A driver 

needs to keep his cool under pressure and follow very specific and strict rules including maintaining 

speed limits while driving across a vast desert of ice in freezing temperatures. Moreover, the 

landscape is white and monotonous and can wear out the driver, although the dangers of the route 

tend to keep most drivers alert. The work pace is tough too as the roads are only useable for three 

months and most drivers make their entire year's salary driving almost non-stop for that short 

period. Many drivers don’t have what it takes to fulfil the task and turn around at the first sound of 

the ice cracking. Some of those who do make it to their destination quit due to stress. 

 

 1 In the first paragraph, the writer 

  A describes the scenery in the northern territories. 

  B explains how diamonds are mined. 

  C gives the background to a dangerous job. 

  D expresses his admiration for ice road truckers. 



 

 

 

2 In line 11, what does ‘it’ refer to? 

  A the ice  B the supplies C the truck D the driver 

 

3 To prevent accidents 

  A the trucks stick close together. 

  B the trucks drive quickly over the cracks. 

  C the ice has to be more than a specific depth. 

  D the drivers travel on their own. 

 

4 What effect does the landscape have on the drivers? 

  A It keeps them calm. 

  B It makes them observant. 

  C It tires them. 

  D It pushes them to their limits. 

 

 5 According to the text, which adjective best describes a good ice road trucker? 

  A adventurous B fearless C stressed D nervous 

 

 

  Part III – WRITING  Score: ______ / 20 
 
Choose one of the tasks and write between 200-250 words.  

 
Task type : essay 

 
topic 1: 
You’ve had a class discussion about taking timeoff before starting university. Your teacher has 
asked you to write an essay. Write an essay giving reasons for your point of view.  

 
 Topic: A lot of young people take a gap year before they start university. Do you think this is a 
good or a bad thing? 
 

topic 2: 
  'Beauty is only skin deep'. Express your opinion on the topic. 

 

 

 

Assessment Criteria:  
 

Language……/ 7 
Message …… / 7 
Organisation………/6 
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