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There is a shortage of clean water in Africa.

⚫ There are many reasons for the lack of clean water:

⚫ geographic location and climate

⚫ global warming

⚫ agriculture and inability to use water resources

⚫ poor infrastructure

⚫ primitive technologies

⚫ frequent armed conflicts

⚫ inefficient government in many African countries



Geographic location and climate

• different access to water 
depending on the climatic zone

• no rainfall in the tropics

• numerous occurrences of 
highlands, deserts and mountains 

(landform)

• access to water mainly only in 
river valleys

• drought



Global warming

• periodic rivers

• drying up of rivers

• great variability of the weather

• higher and higher 
temperatures

• natural disasters



Agriculture

• primitive agriculture

• big plantations

• using water for crops

• lack of water saving skills



Poor infrastructure

• no canals and water pipes

• long distances to drinking water sources

• no abilities to building water canals

• lack of wells

• preventing the transport of water from richer countries



Primitive technologies

• poverty and low level of people’s education

• inability to treat water

• using water from the same source for bathing, washing and 
drinking

• no toilets and latrines



Armed conflicts in Africa

• people's struggle for water resources

• „life is more important than access to water”

• conflicts force a change of place of residence



Inefficient government

• wrong government decisions

• no care for the basic needs of the population

• indifference to armed conflicts

• corruption of politicians

• bad management of natural resources

• not caring for the environment



Conclusions

• In conclusion, Africa 
lacks clean water for 
many different reasons. 
This problem is mainly 
caused by poverty, lack 
of education, but also 
by the location, climate 
and ineffectiveness of 
governments.



Thank you for your attention



Bibliography

- Adam Jelonek, Encyklopedia geograficzna świata, Afryka, tom II, 
Opress, Kraków 1996.

- Tomasz Rachwał, Dawid Szczypiński, Planeta nowa, Podręcznik do 
geografii dla klasy ósmej szkoły podstawowej, Nowa Era 2018.

- Praca zbiorowa, Atlas geograficzny dla liceum ogólnokształcącego 
i technikum, Nowa Era, Warszawa 2021

- red. Rajmund Mydel, Jerzy Groch; zespół aut. Jarosław Balon, 
Kontynenty i państwa: Afryka, Kraków: Fogra; Warszawa: Grupa 
Wydawnicza Bertelsmann 2000. 



Articles

http://wgsr.uw.edu.pl/wgsr/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/07-
Walewski.pdf

https://pomocafryce.org/woda/

https://unicef.pl/co-robimy/aktualnosci/dla-mediow/unicef-kazdego-
dnia-kobiety-i-dziewczeta-przeznaczaja-200-mln-godzin-na-piesza-
wedrowke-do-zrodel-czystej-wody

http://www.nigeriaembassy.pl/turystyka/problemy-z-woda-w-afryce

https://noizz.pl/ekologia/dzien-wody-sudan-poludniowy-i-somalia-
cierpia-na-brak-wodny-pitnej-jak-pomoc/c2wfkjz

http://wgsr.uw.edu.pl/wgsr/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/07-Walewski.pdf
https://pomocafryce.org/woda/
http://www.nigeriaembassy.pl/turystyka/problemy-z-woda-w-afryce
https://noizz.pl/ekologia/dzien-wody-sudan-poludniowy-i-somalia-cierpia-na-brak-wodny-pitnej-jak-pomoc/c2wfkjz

