
Deforestation in Borneo

Its causes and impacts



Quick overview

Borneo is an Island in Asia. It is the 
third biggest island in the world. 



• 15,000 plant species
– 6000 endenic

• Around 1400 animal species
– 100 endenic

Island’s Biodiversity
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Island’s Deforestation

Borneo’s deforestation began in 
mid-twenties. It dramatically rose 
in 1970s and 1980s as Malaysia had 
cut down all its peninsular forests 
and because of Indonesia’s former 
transmigration politics.

How it began? Why does it happen?

Island’s deforestation is a good 
source of wood which can be sold. 
Furthermore, logging creates space 
for oil palms which produces an 
important product not only for food 
industry.



• Oil palms produces palm oil, which is widely used as an biofuel 
ingredient, a base for cosmetics, or in food. It is favoured by a 
lot of companies, because of its crop high productivity. It 
means that a single oil palm can produce a lot of ingredient. 

• For Indonesia it is truly an important industry, because of high 
market. For example 11.4 million metric tons of crude palm oil 
resulted in boosting Indonesian capital by 42.4 million dollars. 

Oil palm plantations
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Forest cover in Borneo among years Change in land use in Borneo from 1973 to 2016



• Animals’ and plants’ 
natural habitat has been 
destroyed.

• A lot of air has been 
polluted due to forest 
burning.

• People are slowly starting to 
understand the threat of 
Island’s deforestation which 
hurts palm oil industry.

Deforestation consequences



• Indonesia has banned log export in 2002. Malaysia did the 
same in 2004

• Illegal logging team has been created in Indonesia the same 
year to investigate and fight illegal deforestation

• The Reforestation project is having place in East Kalimantan
• Borneo Orangutan Survival foundation has been founded to 

protect these endangered monkeys due to deforestation.

People against deforestation



• Countries should be planning usage of their land in Borneo to 
harm as few natural forests or animals as possible.

• Sabah should control Commercial Forests Reserves and replant 
trees that have been cut down.

• Protect mangrove forests more.

What NEEDS to be done

it is almost too late for some ecosystems in Borneo

WWF says:

The consequences of any further loss of biodiversity 
in this ecosystem,[...], in a BAU scenario, will be felt 
on a global scale



Thank you for your attention

 All the sources mentioned in the report that I 
have also used in the product plus additional 
sources specified below:

 WWF - The Environmental Status of Borneo 
report (2016)

 Grida.no -Extent of deforestation in Borneo 1950-2005
 Strategy - Kraft says no to palm oil…
 Wikipedia - Kraft foods
 Wikipedia - List of endemic birds of Borneo
 Odyssey World - The endemic monkeys of Borneo
 Wikipedia - Endemic fauna of Borneo

Information sources: Image sources:

No palm oil
Hazelnut spread
Forest cover in Borneo among 

years map (modified by me)
Change in use of land map
Bornean grand cukoo
Orangutan

https://wwfint.awsassets.panda.org/downloads/supplementary_report_rev_6_fa_print_version.pdf
https://wwfint.awsassets.panda.org/downloads/supplementary_report_rev_6_fa_print_version.pdf
https://www.grida.no/resources/8324
https://strategyonline.ca/2020/07/23/kraft-says-no-to-palm-oil-yes-to-new-nut-butter/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kraft_Foods
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_endemic_birds_of_Borneo
https://www.odyssey-world.co.uk/blog/endemic-monkeys-borneo/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Endemic_fauna_of_Borneo
https://img.freepik.com/premium-vector/no-palm-oil-green-label-organic-food-without-saturated-fats-product-free-ingredientvector_662353-278.jpg?w=740
https://strategyonline.ca/2020/07/23/kraft-says-no-to-palm-oil-yes-to-new-nut-butter/
https://www.grida.no/resources/8324
https://www.grida.no/resources/8324
https://www.iucncongress2020.org/sites/www.iucncongress2020.org/files/sessions/uploads/slideshow_3_-_transformation_of_ses_-_borneo_case_study.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_endemic_birds_of_Borneo#/media/File:Carpococcyx_radiceus_102418105_(cropped).jpg
http://mongabay.s3.amazonaws.com/sabah/600/sabah_3941.jpg#/media/File:Carpococcyx_radiceus_102418105_(cropped).jpg
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