Julia Switaj, class 3a 21.11.2024

REPORT ON AN INTERDISCIPLINARY
PROJECT

I chose the project topic “Comparative analysis of the floods of 1997 and
2024”7, because the flood in 2024 was an event that I could observe, while the flood in
1997 occurred when I wasn’t born yet. I thought it’s interesting to compare these two
floods, because 27 years have passed since the first flood and I was wondering how
different they are from each other and whether the recent flooding has outgrown that
which occurred years ago.

At first, I couldn’t motivate myself, but then I realized that I don’t want to
make the same mistake again and decided to start earlier than 2 days before the
deadline, so I started 2 weeks before it. This was a great decision, because I was less
stressed that I won’t make it on time and I had time to practice presenting.

I started from doing research about both floods and found some websites that I used to
get information needed for my presentation. Then I created the presentation, the
product and the report, which I gradually filled and developed. I was doing every
element of the project at the same time. It took me 5 days to create it, but after I
thought I finished I added some details and changed a few points.

Firstly, I mentioned what can be the causes of floods in general. Those are
heavy rains, climate changes, rapid melting of snow, failure of dams and flood
barriers, poorly designed retention system or lack of it. On the second and third slide I
described both floods without details, while on the 5th I concentrated on the causes
and on the 7th and 8th ones - on the effects. Both floods were caused by heavy rains,
which in turn were caused by a baric low and an occluded front, a graph of which I
have included on slide six. The costs of damages of the flood in 1997 were few times
higher than the flood in 2024. On the 9th slide I have listed examples of how to
prevent floods and those are for instance: building dikes or regulating river beds,
maintaining and increasing natural retention and building reservoirs, building dry
reservoirs, construction of small retention basins, effective forecasting of upcoming
weather phenomena and a system for communicating incoming risks. The last slide
describes some of the changes that occurred from 1997 to 2024 that made the damages
in 2024 smaller than those in 1997 e. g. modernisation Wroctaw Water Junction,
reconstruction of 60 km of dykes and the flood control channel in the Vidava valley
was rebuilt to complement the Oder channels.



Finally, I created the infographic where I have summarized the similarities and
differences between the floods. For example, the length of floods, the number of
deaths, the cost of repairs and the extent of flooding.
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