
 

 

PYP ASSESSMENT POLICY 
updated 2023 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

Międzynarodowe Szkoły Paderewski w Lublinie 

IB World School 001158 



2 

 

THE AIM OF ASSESSMENT  

 

Paderewski International Schools (PIS) aims to shape the characters and attitudes of its 

students so as to help them develop as creative, tolerant, knowledgeable and open-

minded citizens of the globe. Through education the school aims to teach students to be 

self-aware individuals and good citizens of their communities. It strives to develop their 

intellectual and ethical virtues, such as righteousness, wisdom, courage, prudence, 

independence, trustworthiness, tolerance and openness. The school cherishes the values 

promoted by the International Baccalaureate Organization, which in its Mission Statement 

declares that it “aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people who 

help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and 

respect. To this end the IBO works with schools, governments and international organisations 

to develop challenging programmes of international education and rigorous assessment. 

These programmes encourage students across the world to become active, 

compassionate and lifelong learners who understand that other people, with their 

differences, can also be right.”  

 

 

Culture 5.2: The school identifies in its assessment policy all necessary local and IB 

requirements, and outlines how the school is adhering to these requirements. (0301-05-

0200)  

 

 

Assessment in Paderewski International Schools (PIS) complies with IBO regulations and the 

Polish national requirements defined by the Polish Ministry of Education.  

 

General Assessment Policy of PIS specifies that the objectives of assessment are to: 

  

1) inform students about their level of educational achievement and progress,  

2) assist students in independent planning of their development,  

3) motivate students to continue to work,  

4) provide parents (legal guardians) and teachers with information on the progress, 

difficulties and special talents of student,  

5) enable teachers to improve the organisation and methods of teaching and 

educational work.  

 

 

ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES AND METHODS  

 

The school believes that both summative and formative assessment are crucial to a 

successful development and growth of a student. Therefore, all of them are provided by 

PIS on a regular basis.  
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Each type of assignment or test is accompanied by information on specific assessment 

criteria (for criteria-based assignments) or knowledge and skills that are to be assessed to 

ensure that students are aware of what and how will be assessed. 

The key competences of the school graduate are included in the criteria of requirements 

for particular school grades. They key competences are as follows: 

1) planning, organizing and evaluating one's own development, 

2) searching, ordering, processing information, 

3) effective use of information technologies, 

4) using the acquired knowledge and skills in practice, 

5) effective communication in the mother tongue and in the foreign language, 

6) effective and planned cooperation in teams, 

7) creative problem solving and task execution. 

 

Assessment is carried out systematically, that is, for each inquiry proccess and in 

accordance with the guidelines of the Polish Ministry of Education. 

Assessment uses tools and methods appropriate for the student's age. 

Assessment stimulates reflection for teachers, pupils, parents and administrative Staff. 

In grades 1- 3 teachers use descriptive mid-year and end-of-year reports that contain 

information about the pupil regarding the emotional, physical and cognitive sphere, as well 

as his talents, achievements and difficulties.   

The teacher creates a descriptive assessment based on long-term observations and based 

on the student's work results (exercise books, work sheets, art works, etc.). 

This evaluation fulfills several functions - it is a diagnosis of the student's progress, feedback 

for him and his parents, and also motivation for further work. 

Mid-year and end-of-year reviews can occur in various forms, e.g. a table, a letter 

addressed to the student or a short note. 

 

 

Summative assessment  

This form of assessment is used for most assignments. It serves to evaluate students’ level of 

achievement and provides them, as well as their teachers, with information on progress 
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made during the course. The basic function of the summative assessment is to summarize 

the student's achievements. 

In grades 1-2 only formative assessment is used, which means that the form of feedback 

(written or oral comment) have both current evaluations and semi-year reports about the 

student's progress that are prepared for students’ parents. 

In grade 3 selected few forms of activity and tasks can be assessed summatively. 

Beginning with grade 4, partial grades are determined on a seven-point scale, with the 

possibility of adding pluses to grades 2-4. 

4th grade students may receive grades for: 

● multiple-units tasks: year project (done independently or in a team), year or semi-

year test etc., 

● unit tasks: written text, oral and written tests (including essays), group work etc., 

● current tasks: quizzes, exercises, tasks and other written forms, homework, activity, 

recitation, little exam, group work related to current tasks, etc. 

Tasks and assignments are marked / graded with a national system of grades. 

Summative assessment applies to tasks and assignments that are specific to the Polish 

curriculum and not subject to the requirements of IB assessment. An example of such tasks 

are short tests administered for the ongoing assessment of students’ current progress. They 

are assessed against the following grade boundaries. 

 

  

% of maximum number of points Polish grade 

Below 40% 1 (failing) 

From 40% to 54% 2 (mediocre) 

From 55% to 59% 2+ (mediocre plus) 

From 60% to 69% 3 (satisfactory) 

From 70% to 74% 3+ (satisfactory plus) 
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From 75% to 84% 4 (good) 

From 85% to 89% 4+ (good plus) 

From 90% to 100% 5 (very good) 

Above 100% 6 (outstanding) 

Paderewski International Schools define academic integrity as work produced by students 

that has been created and submitted with honesty. In this regard, every effort should be 

made to create original work or work that is properly credited to the correct parties. With 

new technology continuously arising, it is even more important now to be vigilant about 

academic integrity. When misconduct is suspected by a teacher, they will inform the PYP 

coordinator, who will then communicate with the parents. 

 

Although not an exhaustive list, the following are considered examples of academic 

misconduct: 

- Copying another's work whether it be other students, siblings or any other person and 

passing the work off as your own for credit. 

- Cheating on formal formative and summative assessments. This includes looking at the 

exam questions prior to the assessment, bringing information into the assessment that will 

give one an unfair advantage, or looking at others' work while the assessment is taking 

place. 

- Misuse of a tutor or parental support in a way that does not foster educational 

independence. Particularly in project-based learning, where some assessments may be 

completed outside of school, student work and ideas should originate autonomously. 

- Plagiarism, which is defined by the IB as the representation, intentionally or unwittingly, or 

ideas, words or work of another person without proper, clear and explicit 

acknowledgement (IB, 2014). This can include improper citation, incorrect paraphrasing, 

or explicitly copying work from the internet or any other informational source. 

 

As principled learners, it is the students’ responsibility to maintain such integrity on all 

assignments, group work, and assessments. In doubtful cases tasks and assignments are 

assessed in students’ favour.  

 

Students and parents are familiar with the IB PYP assessment procedures and are regularly 

informed about the assessment process and its results. All the levels received by the 

students are recorded in the electronic register VULCAN in the Polish grade scale. 
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Formative assessment  

 

Formative assessment includes all feedback and comments provided in oral or written form 

to students by their teachers.  

Formative assessment serves to provide students with information on the quality of their 

work, the level of the progress made in their learning and the level of achievement and 

fluency gained in the area under assessment. It allows students to reflect on the quality of 

their work and helps them plan their goals. It also provides teachers with feedback about 

their performance and enables them to modify their teaching methods. 

Formative assessment is an important part of the assessment process in Paderewski Primary 

School. Even if a given assignment is assessed summatively, it is accompanied with 

comprehensive written or at least oral information about its quality, mistakes made and 

how to improve them. Some tests, specified in advance by the teacher, are assessed only 

formatively. 

Formative assessment rules are as follows: 

1) teachers are responsible for giving pupils the purposes/aims of lessons in a language they 

understand well and to monitor pupils summarizing the task they were given, 

2) teachers formulate clear assessment criteria, especially for the test and particularly 

relevant to the subject matter of activities, 

3) teachers provide students with effective feedback regularly, including their strengths and 

weaknesses, and recommendations for the student's further development (4 elements-

feedback: specification and appreciation of the student's work good elements; comments 

and tips about what students need to do to improve their work, comment in which direction 

the student should work further); 

4) teachers evaluate only what they has determined with the pupils 

5) student’s class collegues can support them with the feedback about their work 

6) the students review their work and try to do the evaluation of it (how much they have 

learned and what else they have to do to achieve the goal) – it helps in the learning process 

and the student becomes responsible for their learning proccess 

7) self and peer assessment that offers students the opportunity to reflect on the quality of 

their work and to take greater responsibility for their learning. They enable students to 

express their thoughts and opinions and to explain them to others. Self and peer assessment 

stimulates students’ involvement in the learning process and promotes the development of 

IB Learner Profile characteristics: students become more reflective and principled, they also 

become better thinkers and communicators. 
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Students are responsible for taking such feedback and reflection upon how better to 

improve their work. Effective and meaningful feedback is: 

 

● Criteria specific 

● Task specific 

● Timely   

● Goal-oriented and tactful 

● Detailed in regard to challenges and strengths 

● Related to specific measurable expectations 

● Clearly communicated in a way that the student can access 

 

 

 

RECORDING AND REPORTING THE GRADES 

 

Paderewski International Schools employs a wide range of reporting strategies about 

students' progress, such as e-register, regular parents' evenings, teachers' office hours and 

presentations (PYP exhibition). Written reports are communicated to parents once a year. 

To manage these reporting strategies, our school relies to a large extent on information 

and communication technologies.  

 

All levels are communicated to students and to their parents by means of an electronic 

register system VULCAN, which has been the main national registering and reporting tool 

in PIS since 2014. The levels of achievement, feedback and students’ progress are all 

documented in an electronic register VULCAN.  

All grades are announced to students and their parents orally and by means of an 

electronic register system, which has been the main registering and reporting tool in 

Paderewski Primary School since 2014. 

One of the methods of collecting and storing information in grades 1-4 is the student’s 

portfolio. 

The portfolio shows the student's progress and development over a given time period. It 

allows reflection with teachers, pupils and peers in order to identify the student's strengths 

and weaknesses and set their further educational goals. Portfolios are stored in 

classrooms. Students and their parents have unlimited access to them. 

In order to provide information about the student's knowledge and skills, the primary 

school gives the parents reports. 

Reports are created based on the requirements developed by the school for each 

subject. Parents receive them twice a year during semester meetings. 
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To enable the exchange of information between teachers, pupils and their parents, the 

Paderewski Primary School organises conferences. 

● TEACHER-STUDENT CONFERENCE aims to provide the student with feedback in such 

a way that he can reflect on his work and develop his skills. This type of conference 

is conducted with each student individually, preferably at small intervals. 

● TEACHER-PARENT CONFERENCE aims to familiarise the parents with the student's 

progress and needs, as well as with the school's curriculum. The teacher has the 

opportunity to collect information about the student, answers the parent's questions 

and determines their role in the teaching process. The parent's task is to familiarise 

the teacher with the cultural context in which the learning process takes place. 

● TEACHER-STUDENT-PARENT CONFERENCE engages the student, parents and 

teacher. During the conference students present their level of understanding of the 

discussed content and reflect on the work they have done. 

 

Culture 5.3: The school describes in its assessment policy the rights and responsibilities of all 

members of the school community and clearly states what constitutes good assessment 

practice. (0301-05-0300) 

 

ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

 

Subject teachers 

 

Subject teachers are responsible for creating level appropriate, engaging assessments 

that allow students to demonstrate their learning. Their learning engagements should 

prepare students for success on assessments. In order for students to understand 

assessment expectations, standards and practices, subject-teachers must introduce these 

early and naturally in teaching. Through appropriate learning experiences, teachers are 

responsible for demonstrating the real world application for the conceptual and factual 

knowledge, so that students regard assessments as preparation for lifelong learning rather 

than test preparation only. Furthermore, subject teachers are responsible for providing 

clear feedback to all students within a timely manner before the summative assessment. 

Finally, subject teachers are responsible for recording, standardising and reporting all 

levels. 

 

PYP Coordinator 

 

The PYP coordinator is responsible for the summative assessment task approval process to 

ensure quality assessments that meet the IB standards and practices. The number of 

summative assessments per week is defined by Paderewski International Schools Statute. 

 

Students 
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Students are responsible for revision and preparation in accordance with the subject 

teacher’s recommendations. Students are also responsible for reading and implementing 

assessment feedback throughout the year. They may ask for any handouts or material 

missed due to excused absences. 

 

ASSESSMENT POLICY REVIEW 

This document will be revised by IB PYP teachers on a regular basis. 

This document will be available to all members of the school community, staff and 

parents. 

This document has been prepared on the basis of the following reference materials: 

● Making the PYP happen: A curriculum framework for international primary 

education 

● Programme Standards and Practices 2020 

● ASSESSMENT PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICES—QUALITY ASSESSMENTS IN A DIGITAL AGE 

● The Statute of Paderewski Primary School. 


